
Disabled Veterans Rest Camp

Helping veterans who have come 
before them, the 851st Verti-

cal Engineer Company performed 
their annual training at the Disabled 
Veterans Rest Camp in Washington 

The Minnesota National Guard continued its 
commitment to community outreach in 2009.

Outreach
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The Minnesota Air National 
Guard STARBASE program 

is a nonprofit organization whose 
purpose is to increase the knowl-
edge, skills and interest of inner city 
youth in science, mathematics and 
technology for greater academic 
and lifelong success.
     STARBASE was established in 
1993 and operates out of the 133rd 
Airlift Wing near Ft. Snelling. 
STARBASE has earned a reputation 
for providing high-quality programs 
that have benefited over 29,000 
youth.

County. The camp has been in opera-
tion since 1926, serving as a summer 
home and place for reflection for vet-
erans since World War I.  
     The 851st put up several new 
cabins and performed many other 
improvements at the camp. All this 
following a year-long deployment to 
Sadr City in Baghdad in 2008. 

Starbase

▲ A STARBASE instructor with kids at the 133rd Airlift Wing.
◄ Rest Camp Manager Tom Ferris at a 
finished cabin. 
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The 148th Fighter Wing again supported the 
20th Annual Thanksgiving Buffet at the Duluth  

Entertainment and Convention Center. This is the 
fifth year the Wing has volunteered at the event. The 
event will continue “until there is nobody left in 
the community who has to spend their Thanksgiv-
ing feeling sad or hungry,” said Jack Teske, event  
co-founder. 

Habitat For Humanity

▲   General Colin L. Powell USA (Ret), former 
Secretary of State, meets with 34th Red Bull Infantry 
Division Commander Maj. Gen. Richard Nash and 
other Guard leaders Jan. 19. Powell spoke at the 19th 
Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday Breakfast in 
downtown Minneapolis.

▲  1st Lt. Christopher Brossart poses for a photo 
with area high school students after presenting each 
of them with the Department of Defense - U.S. Army 
Award for Scientific Engineering Excellence at a 
hotel in downtown St. Paul March 31.

Through past, present 
and future leaders, the 

Minnesota National 
Guard continues its 

constant commitment 
to excellence.

▲   Candidates Justin Smude, Todd Buss-
witz and Brian Nuth from the 175th Re-
gional Training Institute position a fence 
post while reinforcing the hole with pea 
rock.

 Candidates Scott Scanlon and ►
         Brian Nuth connect the fence to a building.

Warrant Officer candidates at Camp Rip-
ley create an operations order, and then  

execute that order to build a fence for a family in 
Little Falls. The fence will provide a secure play 
area for a child with autism.
     Working with Habitat for Humanity of Mor-
rison County, the candidates provided the labor 
while local businesses provided the materials.

The Minnesota Army National Guard joined 
forces with the Salvation Army the week before 

Christmas to unpack, sort and distribute donated 
toys and clothing at the 
Cedar Street Armory in 
St. Paul. The Guard helps 
with the event annually. 

▲ Senior Master Sgt. Jon Livings-
ton of the 148th Fighter Wing packs 
Thanksgiving Day bag lunches,    
Nov. 26.

1st Lt. Amber Manke ►
 of the 834th Aviation Sup-
port Battalion helps Twin 

Cities residents select gifts 
in St. Paul Dec. 17.

Salvation Army toy shop

148th Supports 
Thanksgiving Buffet



Fort Minnesota 

The Yellow Ribbon Campaign extended further with 
the proclamation of three Yellow Ribbon Companies, 
Target Corporation, Marvin Windows and Doors and 
3M.  In 2010, dozens of counties, cities, companies, 
churches and colleges will receive Yellow Ribbon Proc-
lamations. 

 Beyond the Yellow Ribbon Programs:  A Year of Growth
 • 16 Yellow Ribbon City/County/Corporation Events

 •  Nearly 24,000 community outreach contacts by Family Assistance 
Centers

 •  21 reintegration events across the state, serving more than 32,000 
Servicemembers and families, including 30, 60, 90-day, one year 
and wounded warrior events

One of the most important Minnesota National Guard 
programs under the Fort Minnesota concept is the Beyond 
the Yellow Ribbon program. Now a national model, this 
program is a network of federal, state, local and nonprofit 
agencies that provides services and resources for Minnesota 
Servicemembers under one umbrella, Beyond the Yellow 
Ribbon. 

In 2009, Beyond the Yellow Ribbon launched the Yel-
low Ribbon Campaign. The Yellow Ribbon Campaign 
is a grassroots effort that challenges Minnesota com-
munities to synchronize efforts within their area to 
develop an enduring network of support for Service-
members and their families.

the “Fort Minnesota” concept connects the goodwill 
of Minnesotans through community partnerships — 
We now utilize agencies within communities to reach 
out to Servicemembers and their families.
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▲ Air Force Master Sgt. Kelly J. Wilkinson, 
the Minnesota National Guard’s sexual assault 
response coordinator, assists a Minnesota Marine 
Reservist during a reintegration event in Min-
neapolis in September. 

◄  Reintegration events, such as this one 
in Bloomington in August (above, left), 
provide opportunities for Servicemembers 
to connect with families and loved ones 
during the reintegration process.

When our men and women deploy, Fort  
Minnesota provides the services and resources 
that assist everyone in preparing, coping with, 
and overcoming the challenges of deployment.

- Lisa Ginn,
Yellow Ribbon volunteer

“This is how it works.
Neighbors helping

neighbors.”

Yellow Ribbon 
Youth

The Beyond the Yellow Rib-
bon Youth Program works 

in partnership with Operation 
Military Kids, Child Care Re-
source and Referral, and the 
Parents as Teachers program. 
The Youth Program helps mil-
itary youth of all ages through 
camps and retreats throughout 
the year, tackling the tough is-
sues youth face during the de-
ployment cycle. 
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Minnesota National Guard 
Contact Information

Thinking about becoming a 
yellow ribbon community 

or organization...
www.BeyondTheYellowRibbon.org

Want to learn more about 
education benefits...

www.MinnesotaNationalGuard.org/education

Thinking about joining or 
referring someone to the 

Minnesota National Guard...
www.MinnesotaNationalGuard.org/join_now

Do you want to learn more about 
the Minnesota National Guard...

www.MinnesotaNationalGuard.org/aboutus

Public Relations
(651) 281-3825

Family & Youth Programs
(651) 268-8200

Operations & Events
(651) 282-4209

Yellow Ribbon Outreach
(651) 282-4284

Training and Community Centers on reverse side Training and Community Centers on reverse side
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ALBERT LEA 
507.379.3408

ALEXANDRIA 
320.762.7817

ANOKA 
763.576.5785

APPLETON 
320.289.1343

ARDEN HILLS 
651.634.5229

AUSTIN 
507.434.2757

BEMIDJI
218.755.2971

BLOOMINGTON 
952.832.6983

BRAINERD 
218.828.2572

BROOKLYN PARK 
320.616.3105

CAMBRIDGE 
651.268.8152

CHISHOLM 
218.254.7988

CLOQUET 
218.879.0875

COTTAGE GROVE 
651.268.8190

CROOKSTON 
218.281.6059

DETROIT LAKES 
218.847.1517

DULUTH 
218.828.2392

DULUTH (Airbase) 
218.788.7274

EAST SAINT PAUL 
651.772.6187

FAIRMONT 
507.235.3917

FERGUS FALLS 
218.739.7581

GRAND RAPIDS 
218.327.4498

HASTINGS 
651.437.9014

HIBBING 
218.262.6756

HUTCHINSON 
320.587.2351

INVER GROVE HTS 
651.282.4974

JACKSON 
507.847.2984

LITCHFIELD 
320.693.6066

LITTLE FALLS (Camp Ripley)
320.616.2699

LONG PRAIRIE 
320.732.3028

LUVERNE  
507.283.4403

MADISON 
320.598.3466

MANKATO  
507.389.6219

MARSHALL 
507.537.6104

MINNEAPOLIS 
651.281.3846

MONTEVIDEO 
320.269.9284

MONTICELLO 
763.295.6671

MOORHEAD 
218.236.2175

MORRIS 
320.589.7293

NEW ULM 
507.233.7802

NORTHFIELD 
507.645.4746

OLIVIA 
320.523.2545

ORTONVILLE 
320.839.3169

OWATONNA 
507.455.5842

PINE CITY 
320.629.3140

PIPESTONE
507.825.6898

RED WING 
651.267.3769

REDWOOD FALLS 
507.637.4085

ROCHESTER 
507.285.7346

ROSEMOUNT 
651.282.4972

ROSEVILLE 
651.268.8084

SAUK CENTRE 
320.352.2156

ST CLOUD  
651.268.8680

ST CLOUD 
(Army Aviation Facility) 

651.282.4521

ST JAMES  
507.375.3821

ST PAUL 
651.282.4044

ST PAUL 
(Army Aviation Facility)

651.281.3400

ST PAUL (Air base) 
612.713.2410

ST PETER 
507.931.7283

STILLWATER 
651.282.4711

THIEF RIVER FALLS  
218.681.0924

WADENA 
218.631.1701 

WEST ST PAUL 
651.552.7528

WILLMAR  
320.231.6080

WINONA 
507.453.2990

Minnesota National Guard 
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Connecting families and communities with the deployed, Serving Our Troops is a group of St. Paul-based civic leaders who come together to support 
those who put themselves at risk. Since 2004, Serving Our Troops has served more than 40,000 St. Paul-style steak dinners to Minnesota National Guard 
members around the world. Each occasion features volunteers serving dinners to deployed Minnesota National Guard members and to their families.

Connecting the deployed, families and communities 

St. Paul to Kosovo 2004
Serving Our Troops served a hometown steak  
dinner to more than 800 Minnesota Guardsmen 
of the 2nd Battalion, 135th Infantry (2-135 IN) 
and 700 other troops supporting NATO’s Kosovo 
mission. At the same time, 1,500 family members 
dined on a St. Paul meal at the Xcel Energy Center 
– all linked via live video.

St. Paul to Camp Shelby 2006
Serving Our Troops traveled to Camp Shelby,  
Mississippi and served nearly 8,000 steak dinners 
to Soldiers and Families of the 1st Brigade Combat 
Team (1/34 BCT), 34th Infantry Division before 
they deployed to Iraq. 

St. Paul to Iraq 2007
Serving Our Troops took 12,000 home grown steaks and fed 2,600 Soldiers of the 1st BCT 
and other U.S. Forces stationed in Iraq. In St. Paul, 4,000 family members of the 1st BCT 
were treated to a steak dinner, entertainment, special guests and a live video link to their 
loved ones in Iraq.

Rochester to Kosovo 2008
Serving Our Troops traveled to Camp Bondsteel, Kosovo and served 400 steaks dinners to 
2-135 IN Soldiers supporting NATO’s Kosovo mission. More than 900 family members 
enjoyed local music and dined on steaks at Mayo Civic Center in Rochester, MN.

St. Paul to Ft. Sill 2008
In the summer of 2008, more than 700 Soldiers of the St. Paul-based 34th Combat Aviation 
Brigade trained at Fort Sill, Okla. Before departing to Iraq, Serving Our Troops headed to 
Oklahoma and gave the Soldiers and Families another great send-off.

▲  On Nov. 20, the business and community leaders who make up Serving 
Our Troops traveled to Washington, D.C. to receive the Chief of the National 
Guard Award for Civilian Excellence. The adjutant general of the Minnesota 
National Guard, Maj. Gen. Larry W. Shellito, speaks on the success of the 
Serving Our Troops initiative.

▲ A 34th Infantry Division Soldier talks with his
family during a Serving Our Troops event Dec. 12.

St. Paul to Iraq II 2009
The Official Deployment Ceremony 
was held in St. Paul for more than 1,000 
members of the 34th Red Bull Infantry 
Division (34th ID) as they deployed to 
Iraq.  Serving Our Troops provided a 
first class deployment ceremony and 
steak dinner for more than 8,000  
Soldiers and families of the 34th ID.

St. Paul to Iraq & Kuwait 2009
On Dec. 12th, Serving Our Troops sent 
a unique message of thanks and support 
to Minnesota National Guard Members 
serving and their families. Serving Our 
Troops fed more than 1,500 Minnesota 
National Guard Soldiers in Iraq and  
Kuwait. In addition to feeding the  
Soldiers of the 34th ID and 1st  
Battalion, 151st Field Artillery, the 
group served a total of 8,000 steak 
dinners to include family members 
back home in Minnesota and other U.S. 
Forces serving alongside our Soldiers.

25

O
U

TR
EA

C
H



www.MinnesotaNationalGuard.org Veterans Service Building
20 W. 12th Street
St. Paul, MN 55155-2098

For More INFORMATION Go To




